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Best Breed of Guard Dog For Families with Children 


Dogs That Make The 
Best Family Guards 


C ieccig the best guard dog for a family with children involves several key factors, including 


breed compatibility, size, energy level, and training needs. Here are ten of the best guard dog 
breeds for families with children: 


1. German Shepherd: 
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Known for their bravery, gentleness, and affection, German Shepherds are highly Effective 
guard dogs. Proper training is essential for this breed to excel in learning, listening, and 


following commands. 


2. Rottweiler: 


Rottweilers are classic guard dogs and can be loving family pets if trained well. They are 
intelligent and confident, capable of performing various jobs like herding and carting. Regular 
grooming is required, and they must be trained to avoid aggression. 
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3. Bullmastiff: 


stiffs are loyal and protective, recognizing their owners as their pack. They require early 
training to prevent barking and growling, as well as to curb their tendency to challenge their 


owners' leadership. 


4. Boxer: 


Boxers are energetic, bright, and loyal, suitable for alerting their owners to environmental 
changes. They require plenty of exercise and are generally gentle with children. 


5. Great Dane: 


Despite their massive size, Great Danes are gentle giants, great with children, and alert to 
their surroundings. They require regular exercise and brushing. 


6. Saint Bernard: 


Saint Bernards are clumsy until mature, but they make great guard dogs for older children. 
They are challenging to train and eat a lot, but they only need walking and brushing a few 
times a week. 
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7. Doberman Pinscher: 


Highly intelligent and intimidating, Dobermans are suitable for guard duties. They require early 


training to prevent aggression and are very athletic, needing daily exercise and activity. 


Pugs are small, cute, and great with children. They are less likely to scare off intruders but can 
still act as a deterrent. 


9. Newfoundland: 


Newfoundlands are friendly and enjoy the company of children, engaging in playful 
interactions. They require regular grooming and are prone to shedding. 


10. Giant Schnauzer: 


Loyal and intelligent, Giant Schnauzers grow to be very large with an intimidating look. They 
are suitable for guarding children and are generally good with them. 


When choosing a guard dog for a family with children, it's crucial to select a breed that suits 
your lifestyle, provides adequate protection, and is compatible with children. Training is vital for 
all breeds to ensure they behave correctly and protect rather than threaten your family. 
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How do you train a guard dog to be gentle with children? 
Training a guard dog to be gentle with children involves a combination of socialization, 
obedience training, and specific techniques to teach them to protect without being aggressive. 


Here are some key steps to train a guard dog to be gentle with children: 


1. Socialization: Ensure your dog is well-socialized with people and other dogs. This helps 
them differentiate between friendly individuals and potential threats. 


2. Obedience Training: Before teaching protection skills, ensure your dog has mastered 
basic commands like 'come'’, 'sit', 'stay', and 'down’. Training them to 'speak' or bark on 


command can also be beneficial 


3. Perimeter Guard Method: Familiarize your dog with your property boundary and practice 
having them bark when someone approaches. Teach them the 'quiet' command to stop 
barking when instructed. 


4. Bark Method: Encourage your dog to bark at strangers approaching while on a leash. Use 
the 'quiet' command to stop barking and reward them for obeying. Practice this with your child 
holding the leash as well. 


5. Alert Word Strategy: Choose an alert word or phrase that signals protection. Practice this 
by having strangers approach while your dog barks, then use the alert word to stop the 
barking. 


6. Consistent Practice: Repeat these training methods consistently with different scenarios 
and people to reinforce the behavior of protecting without aggression. 


7. Positive Reinforcement: Use treats and praise to reward desired behavior, reinforcing the 
connection between protecting and positive outcomes. 


8. Professional Help: If you encounter difficulties or need guidance, consider consulting a 
professional trainer for specialized assistance in training your guard dog to be gentle with 
children. 


By following these steps and being patient, consistent, and positive in your training approach, 
you can effectively teach your guard dog to protect children while maintaining a gentle 
demeanor toward them. 


What are some common mistakes to avoid when training a guard dog to be gentle 
with children? 


When training a guard dog to be gentle with children, it's crucial to avoid common mistakes 
that can hinder the training process and potentially lead to unwanted behaviors. Here are 
some common mistakes to avoid: 


1. Training a Guard Dog With a Companion Animal: Avoid training your guard dog 
alongside a companion animal as the rigorous and demanding nature of guard dog training 


requires focused attention. Training a guard dog involves teaching them to differentiate 
between dangerous and safe situations, which can be challenging if they are trained with 
another animal. 


2. Lack of Obedience Training: Guard dog training should not start after the dog has 
matured. Begin obedience training early on, ideally from puppyhood, to instill basic commands 
like 'sit' and 'stay'. Lack of early obedience training can lead to difficulties in later guard dog 
training. 


3. Inconsistency in Training: Consistency is key in guard dog training. Inconsistencies in 
commands or behaviors can confuse the dog and hinder their learning process. Ensure that all 
family members are consistent in their approach to training the guard dog. 


4. Being Too Emotional During Training: Avoid getting angry or upset during training 
sessions as this can negatively impact your dog's learning process. Stay calm and composed 
to create a positive and effective training environment for your guard dog. 


5. Waiting for Mistakes to Correct: Proactive training is essential. You must wait for your dog 
to make mistakes before correcting them to avoid confusion and delays in learning. Focus on 
teaching the right behaviors from the beginning rather than reacting to negative behaviors. 


By being aware of these common mistakes and taking proactive steps to avoid them, you can 
effectively train your guard dog to be gentle with children while maintaining their protective 
instincts. 


Gbidlusion 


Selecting the best guard dog for a family with children is a significant decision that requires 
careful consideration of various factors. The breeds mentioned, such as German Shepherds, 
Rottweilers, and Giant Schnauzers, are known for their protective instincts and compatibility 
with families. Training these dogs to be gentle with children involves socialization, obedience 
training, and consistent positive reinforcement. By avoiding common mistakes like lack of 
obedience training and emotional inconsistency during training, you can successfully nurture a 
guard dog that is both protective and gentle with children. 
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Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) 


1. What is the best guard dog for a family? 


All dog breeds mentioned can be suitable for families, but evaluating the time needed for 
training and the desired level of protection can help narrow down the options. 


2. What dog is most protective of its owner? 


German Shepherds, Rottweilers, and Giant Schnauzers are known to be highly protective of 
their owners while being friendly in nature. 


3. What is a good first-time guard dog? 


German Shepherds, Rottweilers, Great Danes, Giant Schnauzers, and Newfoundland dogs 
are recommended for first-time owners due to their trainability and calm demeanor. 


4. How to take care of a Newfoundland dog? 


Regular grooming is essential for Newfoundland dogs due to their shedding coat. Additionally, 
allowing them to swim provides both physical activity and mental stimulation. 


5. What are some common mistakes to avoid when training a guard dog to be gentle 
with children? 


Common mistakes include training with a companion animal, lack of obedience training, 
inconsistency in training methods, emotional reactions during training sessions, and waiting 
for mistakes to be corrected instead of proactive training. 


By understanding the characteristics of different guard dog breeds and following proper 
training techniques, families can enjoy the protection and companionship of a well-trained 


guard dog that is gentle with children. 
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